
The Forest of Avon
Transforming and accelerating action 
for our local trees and woodlands 



Why do we need to care about our trees? 

• Doubling tree cover in the West of England will bring an 

estimated £540 mn of benefits through carbon and air 

pollution.  It will pay for itself over and over again.

• Trees are essential for so many areas of our life and for so 

many species to thrive, uniquely. 

• We are living at a time when humans collectively have an 

immense ability, resource and opportunity to determine the 

natural environment and consequences – planting trees is 

one of those abilities – to increase our woodlands and 

simply allowing nature to bring all of the benefits it does, 

once we take those initial steps.



National and regional targets 
• Topline target of doubling tree cover by 2050 and many other goals, covering the 

wide range of needs for the Forest of Avon, our trees and woodlands. 

• This includes managing and preserving existing woodlands, meeting the 
widescale challenge of ash dieback and enabling all communities throughout the 
region to care for and enjoy their local trees. 

• Regional and each of the 4 authority area targets for net zero carbon emissions

• National net zero emissions target for 2050, Environment Bill upcoming, 
England Trees Action Plan released, 30,000 ha per year planting target

• Quality of life indicators

• Clean growth – jobs, skills, housing developments – healthy, happy 
communities where people want to live, work and visit! 

•

•



What is the Forest of Avon Trust?

• Bringing trees to people and people to trees! 

• Your Community Forest – There are 11 across England and there will 
be more! 

• Working nationally and locally, the best of both worlds – working with 
England’s Community Forests, in partnership with the Forestry 
Commission/Woodland Trust and many others. Running large and 
smaller scale programmes and funding. 

• Trees for Learning – Defra funded 

• Trees for Climate – Defra funded and greatly supported 



What is the Forest of Avon Plan? 

• A Tree and Woodland Strategy for the West of England

• An opportunity to resolve long standing barriers to consistent high 
quality woodland management, tree care and tree planting 

• An opportunity to engage everyone in our work with partners, 
authorities, local groups 

• Sets out Priorities for your area, Principles for how to take action, 
Resources available and why we need to act now



What is the ‘Trees for Climate’ fund? 

• An innovative new fund, now in Year 2, for a whole range of tree and 
woodland planting and establishment

• National programme of Englands Community Forests but locally 
delivered working closely with you to meet your needs 

• Bespoke support suited to your needs – with up to 100% of costs 
payable and future maintenance costs

• We can support you to a high degree or to a lesser degree, as you 
need.  The application process is an application form with some 
evidence needed which we will support you through. 



What can we potentially fund? 

• Planning and project management 

• Exploratory checks, surveys and reports

• Supplies and equipment e.g. trees, treeguards, fencing, mulch mats 

• Public access, signage and interpretation

• Site infrastructure – access, egress, seating, structures 

• Community engagement activity and communications 

• Flood management interventions

• Establishment period and maintenance costs



Good things happen when we work together… 1,500 trees have been planted on the Bath skyline, 

thanks to the hard work of Bath & North East Somerset Council, funding from the Forest of Avon Trust 

and the help of Grow for Life – a charity engaging local people to build life skills. The local community 

pulled together to plant the trees and will enjoy seeing them grow for years to come.



How can you make the most of all of this?

1. Get in touch with our team 
• Anna – Bath and North East Somerset and North Somerset 

• Jack – Bristol and South Gloucestershire 

0117 963 3383

• With potential for up to 5 miles outside of the boundary ‘the halo!’

2. Tell everyone about the opportunity to 
plant their own trees!
Landowners, community groups, businesses, schools, churches…










